


Who We Are

§ Community group formed in 2018 

§ Incorporated in 2022  |  501(c)(3) in 2023

§ Open to anyone who wants to support safe streets

§ Monthly meetings

§ Monthly e-newsletter



Mission Statement

Newburyport Livable Streets seeks to support and improve the health and well-being of our 
community through education and advocacy related to transportation infrastructure and policies. 

Our goal is to make it easier for people to bike and walk throughout Newburyport by providing a 
network of streets, sidewalks and trails that are accessible and comfortable to everyone regardless 
of age, ability, or mode of travel. 

We support safe sidewalks, bike routes and neighborhood streets; off-road paths and trails; local 
transit; and other policies and investments that respect Newburyport’s intimate scale and historic 
character. 

Newburyport Livable Streets will nurture a healthy, vibrant city that people want to live in, 
businesses want to invest in, and tourists want to visit.



What We Do

Advocate for safe streets and sidewalks

Provide education about walking and cycling 
safety

Plan and sponsor community events

Document safety issues – and recommend 
solutions

Plan and support local programs and projects





Advocating for safe streets and sidewalks

§ High Street Safe Routes to School (2018)

§ Complete Streets Policy (2018)

§ Complete Streets Prioritization Plan (2019)

§ Hale Street public meeting (2020)

§ Bicycle & Pedestrian Network Plan (2023)
§ Storey Avenue bike accommodations (2023)

§ Safe speed limits (2024)

§ Plaza Landings pedestrian and bicycle safety (2025)



Documenting safety issues & recommending solutions

• Walk audits
• Toppans Lane
• Low Street east
• Low Street west
• Merrimac St at Kent St
• Storey Ave west
• Ferry Road

• Bike audits
• Low Street
• High Street

• Winter sidewalk conditions

• Crosswalk inventory



Education

Bike Rodeos for Middle Schoolers Adult Cycling Skills Clinics



Bike Buses



Moonlight Ride on the Refuge



§ Planning and advocacy (2023-2024)

§ Budgeting and financing – 
grants, sponsorships, user fees

§ Coordinating with City administration, 
boards and departments

§ Coordinating with Tandem Mobility 
(turnkey system vendor) & local mechanic

§ Public outreach and communications

§ Monitoring system operations

§ Supporting users

§ Rebalancing



Low Street 
Bike Audit

September 9 & 10, 2025



What Is a 
Bike Audit?

§ A way to look at a street or intersection from the 
perspective of safety for cyclists

§ A community activity inviting residents to participate in 
observing and documenting if and how cyclists can safely 
travel along a street, navigate an intersection, get from 
point A to point B, etc.

§ Incorporates various perspectives: recreational vs 
transportation riders; confident vs hesitant riders; etc.

§ Can be either a riding audit along a route, or an off-bike 
audit of an intersection or other location.
• Low Street = riding audit
• High Street = off-bike (walking) audit

§ Outcomes:
• Observations about conditions 
• Recommendations for improvements





Overview of Recommendations

q Reduce speed limit to 25 mph

q Reallocate lane widths to provide space for bicycles

q Protect bicyclists at intersections

q Maintain shoulders to ensure safe riding widths and surfaces

q Add crosswalks (and sidewalks)

q Create a bike-friendly entrance to the Clipper City Rail Trail



Why Audit 
Low Street?

Schools

Recreation

Neighborhoods

Medical Services

Shopping



Previous Plans 
& Studies

§ Complete Streets 
Prioritization Plan (2019)

§ NLS Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Network Plan (2023)

§ NLS Walk Audits 
(2023 & 2024)



Current Bike/Ped Plans & Projects

Recreation & Youth Center 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements
• Curb extension
• Crosswalk with pedestrian hybrid 

beacon
• Bike lanes
• Sidewalk

Safe Routes to School Project 
(Low St, N Atkinson St, 
Colby Farm Lane)
• Curb extensions
• Pedestrian hybrid beacon
• Shared use path & sidewalk



Riding Audit: 1.9 Miles in 2 Days

Day 1: Storey Ave to Wallace Bashaw Jr Way Day 2: Wallace Bashaw Jr Way to Route 1











Observations

Roadway characteristics
• Traffic volumes & speeds
• Land use & driveways
• Travel lane & shoulder widths
• Intersections
• Pavement & edge conditions

Lack of bicycle infrastructure
• Shoulder widths and conditions vary

Right turn on red
• Generally not safe for bicyclists and 

pedestrians
• Especially concerning near schools



Vehicle Speeds



Lack of safe space for riding



Driveways & Parking Lots

No delineation between shoulder, 
sidewalk, parking spaces and 
driveway



Crosswalks
§ Overly long spacing between crosswalks

• Port Plaza to Bashaw: 1,120 feet average
• Bashaw to Route One: 1,500 feet average

§ Lack of sidewalks and landing pads on south side of Low Street



Intersections – No Space for Bikes



Intersections – Right Turn on Red



Road conditions



Bike Access to Clipper City Rail Trail



Recommendations

q Reduce speed limit to 25 mph
q Reallocate lane widths to provide space for bicycles

§ 11’ maximum travel lane width 
§ Reduce lane widths at intersections to allow continuous space for bikes

q Protect bicyclists at intersections
§ Prohibit right-turn-on-red at Toppans/Hale intersection
§ Provide physical protection at key intersections to prevent passing on right

q Maintain shoulders to ensure safe riding widths and surfaces
q Add crosswalks at Port Plaza main entrance, between Port Plaza and Murphy 

Ave, and at Bradley Fuller Field and/or Graf Road
q Create a bike-friendly entrance to the Clipper City Rail Trail



More Information

§ Bike Audit Report:
https://newburyportlivablestreets.org/low-street-bike-audit-report/ 
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High Street 
Bike Audit

October 20 & 21, 2025



Nighttime, Off-Bike (Walking) Audit



7 Locations

• Jefferson St & Bresnahan/SCC 
driveway
• Ashland St & North Atkinson St
• Woodland St & Rawson Ave
• Market St & Auburn St
• Green St / Pond St / State St
• Fruit St
• Federal St



Observations

• High vehicle speeds
• Unlit or dark crosswalks
• Lack of crosswalks across High Street
• Faded / nonreflective lines and shared 

lane markings
• Parked cars blocking bike lane or 

obstructing view of crosswalk
• Turning lanes at Green Street



https://newburyportlivablestreets.org
newburyportlivablestreets@gmail.com

@newburyportlivablestreets @nbptstreets


